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prudence kept him within bounds. When, however, things became
Unbearable Ludwig did not hesitate to show openly his dis-
approval of the line taken by Montgelas. The latter realized this
and began to consider how he could again secure the removal
of this embarrassing Crown Prince from Munich. Montgelas gave
him' no peace. The King and his Minister decided to leave in
November for Italy where Napoleon was then staying, and Ludwig
had to accompany them. He and Montgelas travelled in advance
and joined the Emperor's suite which was on its way to Vienna
bv sea. As if the heavens wished to indicate that the Conqueror's
visit was no pleasurable event for Italy, dark clouds gathered and
with a heavy sea running the ship was only with great difficulty
able to enter the harbour of the City of the Lagoons. A magnificent
reception had been prepared, but there was no cordiality. It was
evident that the people had no heart in the festivities. Ludwig
watched everything critically.

The Prince accompanied the Emperor in a magnificently
decorated galley through the Grand Canal on the 2gth
November, 1807. The festivities did not interest Ludwig; on
the contrary, they jarred upon him. He found it humiliating
that his presence should enhance the splendour and fame of the
Conqueror. This feeling increased when, in the company of his
parents, he went on to Milan where not only Ludwig but also the
King, his father, had to play the role of courtier.

In Milan, amongst other things, the future of the two children
of the Bavarian King came up for discussion. The Princess
Charlotte at the age of sixteen was still a child, rather short and
not at all pretty, her face disfigured by smallpox, but with a
sweet expression; she was modest, distinguished, and very
likeable. The eligible Princes of the Rhine Confederation, how-
ever, who were dependent upon Napoleon, were filled with alarm.
The affair of Princess Auguste's cup had been well discussed, and
in the meantime also the Hereditary Prince of Baden had been
obliged to marry Stefanie Beauharnais in 1806. It can be under-
stood, therefore, that the Crown Prince of Wiirttemberg lived in
dread that one day he too would receive the fateful cup from Paris
on which would be the picture of some relative of Napoleon. If,
therefore, he wished to escape marrying a Frenchwoman, there was
no alternative for him but to become engaged as quickly as possible
to some German Princess of the Rhine Confederation. So Crown
Prince Wilhelm of Wiirttemberg paid his court to Ludwig's sister